To the Headmaster of the School ……
Dear Sir/ Madam 

I am a Maths and Science Teacher in a secondary school in Livorno, Italy. I have been dealing with cooperative learning for three years and I am the administrator of a platform where I create online courses for classes of every range of age ; these courses can be attended by children and tutors in their laboratories for a whole school year.  Children can develop their knowledge and skills with them, having fun and sharing their experiences and their tasks, while teachers find useful tools to organize training and teaching.  

There are three kinds of courses:

·  Microcourses 0 (4-7 years old)  Project Spirit 
                                           about the use of  Microworlds Junior

· Microcourses  1 (8-12 years old) Learn exploring Microworlds              about the use of Microworlds 2.0 o EX

· Microcourses  2 (12-15 years old ) Web quest and…
    about the use of Web Quest,   searches and presentations 

The following will also be offered next year:
           

· Microcourses 3 (10-16 years old)  Prepare an outing in Tuscany
· Microcourses 4 (10-14 years old)  Lab activity: Physic and I …
I am writing you because I hope that you use or intend to use new technologies in didactics in your school and you promote or intend to promote your children’s learning also by using Papert’s constructivist pedagogy. He is the founder of  LOGO language and of Microworlds software.

The courses for classes (which I am the author and tutor of) may represent a guide and support for training either teachers who are already using  the software in their lessons or for teachers who would like to use it but do not feel skilled enough take a whole class into an computer lab.

Classes adhering to this project will find all the environments predisposed for cooperative learning in this platform: 

· Tools : printable lessons, tutorial videos, examples of projects already by children or teachers, evaluation tables for teachers 

· Forum: where you can discuss, ask questions, receive answers, comment papers etc. …

· Chat: where groups can communicate in real time 

· Portfolio: where you can publish papers, (exercises and final tasks) and where you can download other groups’ papers to share their experiences.  

Registration is completely free for all schools.
In the previous two years more than 20 Italian schools have taken part in these courses and the project has been presented in various occasions  : 

- Congress Si-eL 2005 in Florence , 

- Docet 2005 in  Bologna, 

- Kinderkom 2006 in Bologna, 

- m-ICTE 2006 in Seville , 

- Salerno 2007 meeting “Microworlds and the robotic”

- Vinci 2007 meeting “Arteingegno”

and it has always been appreciated for its training and cooperation value. Moreover, the projects  “Microcourse 0”,  “Microcourse 1” and “Microcourse  2” have been selected from among the 100 best  projects presented at the  
E-LEARNING AWARDS 2006, the prestigious acknowledgement of EU to the best teaching courses linked to the use of new technologies. 

Next school year’s Micricourses will start in October-Novemer 2007 and will finish in June 2008.

To inscribe  classes or groups to the platform :

· Register the following address in the addresses bar: www.teamformula.it
· Under the windows  ID and  PW click on  REGISTRARSI and fill in the form with all the school data and e-mail and select to the related course (for age range) 

· Wait for confirmation by e-mail of admin acceptance and registration 
· Enter platform with the chosen Username and password 

You will find a tutorial video on the  home pages of the courses to start web-surfing and to learn to use the tools at disposal and all the information you need to start this new online experience  .

I hope we can cooperate together, please do not hesitate in asking me further details.

Best regards.

Serena Simoncini

Teacher of maths and sciences in “G. Mazzini” Secondary school  

President of For.Mu.La. Cultural Association  

e-mail: serena.simoncini@istruzione.it
platform: www.teamformula.it
